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Swimming Officials Committee  

Speed Swimming 
OFFICIALS TRAINING.
England, Scotland and Wales are in alignment over the training of swimming officials. This means training is standardised across the UK.

England, Scotland and Wales have been working towards common standards in the education and training of all swimming officials.

All three Home Countries now use FINA Technical Rules. As such, trained officials are listed as British Swimming Officials. Below is a description of the various training available.

At County level, all training of officials is administered and provided by the Swimming Officials Committee (SOC).
Timekeeper

This is an introduction into the world of the swimming official. It covers the practical aspects of the Timekeeper role by means of a short theory session followed by a practical assessment. The minimum  age for candidates to undertake this training is 14 years, and all need to be registered members of a British Swimming affiliated club or a member of the Institute of Swimming (IOS). 

‘On Demand’ Timekeeper Courses:

A timekeeper course can be booked by individuals or clubs.  A course runs with a minimum of 6 people and a maximum of 10.  The course costs £25.  These courses are run ‘on demand’ and require the organiser to arrange a venue suitable for the course.  This will require a suitable room, in order to carry out the theory section of the course, and then, access to a pool and swimmers  in order to carry out the practical timekeeping part.  There is no formal theory examination, but the practical section requires timekeeping to be carried out within fixed parameters of accuracy. It is therefore most likely that a course will need to be organised as part of a club training night.  

Information regarding this course can be obtained from:    timekeepercourses@middlesexswimming.com
Judge Level 1

This is the first level of qualification. It is not a pre-requisite for a candidate to have undertaken the Timekeeper course. This course will encompass the role and duties of a Timekeeper, Chief Timekeeper, Inspector of Turns and Chief Inspector of Turns. The minimum age to commence training will be 15 years old. with final assessment minimum age of 16 years.  Candidates will be required to undertake some formal theory instruction and gain practical experience working on the poolside with a mentor. A course workbook is provided. There is no formal theory examination. However, during the final practical assessment, candidates will be required to answer oral questions. When qualified, candidates will be awarded  the qualification Judge Level 1 on the British Swimming Database and may apply to become a Licensed Official.

Information regarding this course can be obtained from:    judge1courses@middlesexswimming.com
Judge Level 2

This is the second level of qualification. This will encompass the role and duties in relation to all aspects of judging. Candidates will be required to hold the Judge Level 1 qualification and be a minimum age of 16 years old to commence training. They will be required to undertake some formal theory instruction and gain practical experience working on the poolside with a mentor. A course workbook, is provided.  There is no formal theory examination. However, during the practical assessment candidates will be required to answer oral questions. When qualified, candidates will be awarded the qualification Judge Level 2 on the British Swimming Database and may apply to become a Licensed Official.

Information regarding this course can be obtained from:    judge2courses@middlesexswimming.com
Judge Level 2S- Starter

Candidates wishing to qualify as a Starter will be required to hold the Judge Level 2 qualification and have completed a minimum of 20 hours post qualification experience as Judge Level 2. Training will consist of theory instruction in conjunction with a number of practical sessions as a Starter before undertaking a formal practical assessment. A workbook is provided.  Successful candidates will be awarded the Starter qualification: Judge Level 2S.

Information regarding this course can be obtained from:    startercourses@middlesexswimming.com
Referee

The minimum age for training is 19yrs providing the candidate is aged 20yrs as at 30th November in the year of the theory examination. In addition candidates must have proven poolside experience at Judge Level 1 and Judge Level 2 and must also have been qualified as Judge Level 2S for at least 1 year with a minimum of 10 hours post qualification experience in that role at the time of application.
This course contains theoretical instruction and specified practical sessions. It is followed by a formal examination in November after which successful candidates take a final poolside practical assessment leading to qualification as a British Swimming Referee.

Several months have been allocated between registration and the formal examination to enable candidates to undertake all the practical sessions required to complete the course as well as the theoretical instruction.

Application forms must be submitted to the ASA by 31 December of the previous year to allow sufficient time for completion of training in preparation for the November examination.
Information regarding this course can be obtained from:  refereecourses@middlesexswimming.com
